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Status report

Quote from a module leader request: “The basic courses are practice-oriented, therefore I ask you to keep this in mind and involve as many professionals in the lessons as you can, and it is an important aspect to make the students to do many independent, practical tasks during the training.” 
Quote from a student’s opinion (about the question, why is it so problematic for students to accomplish a task that can be considered as a simple language game): “… I think that the reason for this task being difficult to students (thinking about classmates, or even myself) is that we rarely encounter such a way of thinking. Only those may consider this to be a language game, who have such a mentality, that helps them think it through. Based on my experience about other subjects, I think that tertiary education is rather theoretical knowledge oriented. I don’t think this to be right way, but that is only my subjective opinion about the BA course altogether. The emphasis should be put on the acquisition of practical knowledge. I think that is the matter in our case too, because I feel that difficulties of the understatement and accomplishment of the task is caused by lack of practical experience. (As a support of this, aside form your lessons, there are no other subject that requires such a level of independence, or a subject that requires the students to do REAL tasks, I encountered nothing like this as a third-year student anyway).” 
The opinion of the president of NKTH (Hungarian Office of Research and Technology) in January, 2009 was this: “the culture of data-driven policy-making is modest in our country” (cf. http://www.itbusiness.hu/hetilap/hirhatter/Innovacios_tudasbazis.html)

The innovation and accreditation principles, the expectation of both the lecturers and the students towards the BA and BSC courses all point to the same direction: pragmatism. Data-driven (media, rural) policy making is the real challenge of the 21st century (e.g. http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/04/data_driven_policy.html), which is easy to teach, and easy to learn.
Based on this (and by using current events like parliamentary elections) we declare the following separate group task for the students of Communication and Media Science (KMT BA) and Agricultural Engineering in Agribusiness and Rural Development (GVAM BsC) courses: 
The task

Quotes, the starting point of the research

Based on the EP-elections, the following political parties have recognizable political power (alphabetical order): FIDESZ-KDNP, Jobbik, LMP, MDF, MSZP, SZDSZ (cf. http://hvg.hu/itthon/20100127_tarki_mszp_fidesz.aspx). Quotes from prominent people of these parties will be present in many online sources (e.g. www.hirkereso.hu, the websites of the parties). For example: “The Jobbik disagrees with the legislature of European Union, because it accepted the newest intention aiming to liberalize services. According to that, from the January of 2010, member states are obliged to allow to companies from other countries to offer services of public utility in their territory without any restriction. Affected sectors are the waterworks, building industry, food industry and education.” (http://www.jobbik.hu/rovatok/kozlemeny/a_jobbik_megakadalyozza_a_tovabbi_kiarusitast)
Structured interpretations, or verifiable statements
According to the aforementioned quote, the author/spokesperson/organization presumes that, for example, in the sectors of waterworks, building industry, food industry and education, the proportion of services offered by companies from other countries should be zero. As a next step, opinions of the other parties about this particular phenomenon should be searched for in online sources. So, in the ideal case, there should be 6 quotes (URLs) and a numeric value derivable from the quotes for each statement (topic). The structure of these data should be like this (XLS-format): serial number, keyword + commentary, quote, numeric value, URL, party, author, date, recorded by. Each student shall chose 5 keywords, so they have to collect 5*6 data, so if it is possible, all the textual opinions of the parties about the topics shall be gathered, and then transformed into numeric values. If not all these data can be collected about a certain topic (so if not all the parties have opinions about the topic), then as much has to be revealed as can be. The aim therefore is to make the comparison of election promises (idealized states) available (this part of the task is primarily for the students of the KMT course). 
Definition of verification/analytical tasks that can potentially be revealed based on the quotes

If we collect those annual socio-economic data of the EU member states, that are deemed to be relevant, including the value of the services done by foreign companies in EURO, then one may ask (so a model/simulator can be made): based on the comparison of yearly indicators of the countries in question, which countries utilized more and which ones less foreign services than they should have, and in which year? If this model will ever be built, then it will be able to calculate an idealized (balanced) value about Hungarian socio-economic situation. Therefore, the objective of the students is to define a modeling task for all keywords that are needed to calculate the Hungarian balance point. Based on the balance points that can be derived from statistical data, the statements of the parties can be judged. (This task is for the students of both the KMT and GVAM courses.) 
The data assets needed in order to determine the ideal status

Before we go into the details about how to evaluate the parties, which is the final goal, we have to devote some words to the process of collecting the data necessary for the expected analysis: no matter which phenomenon is chosen or received by the student, the literature about the most important indicators of any topic can be found on the internet with ease, even in Hungarian. In our case, the incidence of services offered by foreign companies may be influenced by unemployment rates, tolerance level of the society, GPD per capita, etc. Rational considerations and the indicators extracted from the literature can be found in online statistical databases (freely accessible, public databases). The structure of the data (XLS) should be like this: serial number, area, time, phenomenon, value, measure, source, date, recorded by.
The process of the analysis
There is a detailed description about the process in the lecture notes of Business Informatics. As a brief sketch: from the database mentioned before, a learning sample (object-attribute matrix or OAM) must be created with the help of the pivot wizard, and then a ranking-view must be made, and in case of the influential factor and consequence variable it has to be decided whether the value of the consequence variable increases if the influential factor grows, or it works reverse (e.g. the proportion of foreign services decreases, if the level of tolerance decreases). Based on the ranking view, the parameters (viz. the grades) necessary for the equilibrium points has to be calculated either with solver or using the OLAP.
Evaluation of the parties

In a model, the following relations are possible between the opinions of the parties and the statistical data about our country: 
· fact > estimation > expectation of the party (correct direction, but exaggerated expectation)
· fact > expectation of the party > estimation (correct direction, reasonable expectation)
· expectation of the party > fact > estimation (incorrect direction)
· estimation > fact > expectation of the party (incorrect direction)
· estimation > expectation of the party > fact (correct direction, reasonable expectation)
· expectation of the party > estimation > fact (correct direction, but exaggerated expectation)

The competition of data-driven policy making will be won by the party which is put into to incorrect estimation category the least times, based on the approximately 100 models (so, ). 
The motivation of the task

In case of the KMT-students, the objective is to practice the pragmatic reporter approach. In case of GVAM students (since all news and topics have some relation with territories, not only countries, but regions, subregions, even settlements), the task is the comparison of objects defined by the area where they are. The task being done by the students of both courses fits them for critical interpretation of information sources, recognition and structuring of data assets, seeing through analytical options and necessities, preliminary and comparative interpretation of the calculation results, therefore, it teaches them how to work out a thesis of high standard.
The practical aspects of the syllabus

The (partial) results of the tasks that will be obtained by the end of the training will be used in paid pragmatic reporter courses from the summer of 2010. On these courses, the best students may act as paid lecturers. The results will show us the conscious decision-making (shaping the consciousness of the voters) from such an aspect that can change the widespread feeling of societal imbalance in its fundaments, provided that it will become a prevalent view.
References

DIPO-analyses: http://miau.gau.hu/dipo
Teachers
László Pitlik – lecturer, responsible for quality assurance

István Pető – GVAM – instructor

Balázs Vrabély – KMT – instructor (demonstrator)

Gábor Péter – GVAM – instructor (demonstrator)

László Kovács, András Sápi, Miklós Palatinus (demonstrator) responsible for quality assurance, website and database

Lecture notes, Compulsory literature

Pitlik: Lecture notes of Business Informatics (http://miau.gau.hu/miau/121/hr_jegyzet_v2.doc)

Pitlik: Online Communication (http://miau.gau.hu/miau/120/online_komm_v1.doc)

Vrabély-Pitlik: study-aid (see news)

News: http://miau.gau.hu/miau2009/index_2.php3
Recommended literature
MYX-FREE: http://miau.gau.hu/myx-free
KMT2 live and archived news blocks (http://miau.gau.hu/levelezo)
TKI-moodle courses (http://tki.szie.hu/oktatas/course/view.php?id=160)

Deadlines, syllabus (KMT2)

1st week: Description of the tasks and requirements (February 10, 2010 / Pitlik)
2nd week: Identification of topics/ keywords/models (February 17, 2010 Pitlik/Vrabély)
3rd week: Identification of party opinions (February 24, 2010 / Vrabély)
4th week: building database about topics (March 3, 2010 Pitlik)
5th week: identification of model database (March 10, 2010 Vrabély)
6th week: building a model together (March 17, 2010 Pitlik)
7th week: completion of the topic and the OAM (March 24, 2010 Pitlik)
From the 8th week: continuous presentation and evaluation of the partial results 
List of Abbreviations

GTK = Gazdaság és Társadalomtudományi Kar = Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences

GVAM = Gazdaság- és Vidékfejlesztési Agrármérnök = Agricultural Engineering in Agribusiness and Rural Development
ITT = Információtechnológiai Tanszék = Department of Information Technology Studies 
KDNP = Kereszténydemokrata Néppárt = Christian Democratic People’s Party
KMT = Kommunikáció- és Médiatudomány = Communication and Media Sciences
LMP = Lehet Más a Politika = Politics Can Be Different
MDF = Magyar Demokrata Fórum = Hungarian Democratic Forum
MSZP = Magyar Szocialista Párt = Hungarian Socialist Party
NKTH = Nemzeti Kutatási és Technológiai Hivatal = Hungarian Office of Research and Technology
OAM = Objektum - Attribútum Mátrix = Object – Attribute Matrix
SZDSZ = Szabad Demokraták Szövetsége = Alliance of Free Democrats
SZIE = Szent István Egyetem = Szent István University
TKI = Tata Kiválósági Központ és Informatikai Intézet = Tata Excellence Center and Informatics Institute

